FALL 2014

TWRF
NEWSLETTER

http://
www.t
TWRF.NET

WILDLIFE RESOURCES FOR THE TENNESSEE OUTDOORSMAN

The

K-9

Officers
Important
Dates
Long Range
Shoot Out

Regional
Dove
Shoots

“Chester”
Nothing gets
by this guy!

Dog Treat
Recipe
You Ask
We Answer

TWRF NEWSLETTER

FALL 2014

Bass	
 Pro	
 Shops	
 
Opens	
 in	
 Bristol
Evening	
 for	
 Conservation	
 
donates	
 to	
 TWRF

T

THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED GRAND OPENING
took place on Wednesday, Aug. 20 from 6:30 pm till
10:00 pm. Located at 1 Bass Pro Drive in Bristol,
Tennessee, the 100,000-square-foot store officially
opened its doors for a preview celebration. The ribboncutting ceremony kicked off an Evening for
Conservation fundraising event.
The celebration included special exhibits, storewide
savings on a huge assortment of products, and fantastic
giveaways. Experts on fishing, hunting and boating were
available to talk with customers. In addition, factory
representatives from the industry’s top manufacturers
were there answering questions reguarding new products.

CEO Johnny Morris welcomed the thousands waiting outside.
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TWRF’s Richard Logsdon and Johnny Allred were on hand to greet
the crowd along with the Mayberry Deputy.

Company founder and CEO Johnny Morris stood
alongside his 250 employees who lined the aisle. They
cheered for the thousands who came to see and shop
inside his 68th Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World retail
store at The Pinnacle.
The evening was designed to be a fun family event.
It gave people their first experience of the new Bass Pro
Shops store and raised awareness about their
conservation partners. For each dollar spent during the
Evening for Conservation, 50 cents was donated to the
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Foundation, Wonders of
Wildlife, and the American National Fish and Wildlife
Museum. Matching donation sponsors for the evening
included Toyota Motor Sales and Johnny Morris’
Conservation Creel of the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation.
TWRF would like to thank Bass Pro Shops and their
sponsors for a fun exciting night and for their generous
donations.
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 beginning	
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THIS IS THE SOUTH, AND THERE IS NOTHING
more Southern than sweet tea, pit-cooked barbecue
and an opening week dove shoot. There’s a joy that
comes from finally being in the field after all those days
just thinking about it. It’s the first time in months that
many will pull the shotgun from its case and smell the
burnt gunpowder in the air. When a hunter leaps from
his stool and fires, it's official...dove season has started,
and autumn has arrived.

Photo: Jason Harmon/TWRA

The mourning dove is the most numerous, widespread
and hunted game bird in North America. Doves have
keen eyesight and are agile fliers able to travel at high
speeds while turning on a dime. The overall harvest in
the U. S. is 45 million birds. Tennessee is fortunate to
have an abundance of both resident and migratory
mourning doves. Some 100,000 dove hunters harvest
an estimated 2 million or more doves annually here.

The Region 1 shoot was hosted by TWRF Board
Members Walter Edge and Tripp Folk on Sept. 4th in
Rossville, TN. Region 2’s shoot was hosted by TWRF’s
Board Member Al Buckley at his High Camp Farm in
Erin, TN, Sept. 5th. The Region 3 shoot was hosted by
TWRF Board Member Howard Brooks in Dayton, TN
also Sept. 5th. The Region 4 shoot, opened the season
on Labor Day afternoon hosted by Tennessee Wildlife
Commissioner, Dr. Jeff McMillin and Terry Whitson
in Surgoinsville, TN.

TWRA Commissioner Dr. Jeff McMillin gets in a little action.

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Foundation hosted its
Heritage Club Invitational Dove Shoot fundraiser in
each of the four regions across the state this year. The
proceeds of the shoots help fund TWRF’s habitat
conservation, youth education programs, and
Tennessee’s hunting and fishing heritage. Each day the
wing-shooting started after noon, and by two o'clock,
the guns sounded like popcorn popping.

Headed to the field by another Southern Tradition at Region 3.
TWRF.NET 2

TWRF NEWSLETTER

FALL 2014

TAKE ‘EM

These shoots are an opportunity to start the hunting
season right - with good friends, good food, ice cold
beverages, and some quality wing-shooting. There’s
always a lot of camaraderie among fellow sportsmen.
When the day is done, fire up the grill, and cook your
fresh game the traditional way - wrapped in bacon with
maybe a slice of jalapeño. Every dove hunter knows,
there’s no greater delicacy. The shoots are by invitation
only and space is limited. Plan to start next season out
right by being a part of the fun.

.

Perfectly balanced,
sweet and tasty,
these chewy treats
made with real duck fat,
are sure to become
an American favorite!

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
http://www.oliveandsinclair.com/
oliveandsinclair.com
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A great time again to meet new friends, and renew old
acquaintances.

At Region 2, shooters line up to enjoy a meal of pit-cooked
barbecue and all of the fixings.

For more information on the 2015 TWRF Regional
Dove Shoots or becoming a Heritage Club Member,
contact: Johnny Allred at (615) 831-9311 ext.118 or
jallred@twrf.net.
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Labrador	
 Retrievers	
 with	
 
full-time	
 jobs
K-9 IS SIMPLY AN ABBREVIATION OF CANINE
or another word for dog. It originated in the military,
where designations such as G-2 are common, making
K-9 a rare official pun, being similar to "canine". The
term, originally referencing war dogs, has since carried
over to police, sentry and assistance dogs as well.
TWRA's K-9 Program was launched in 2005.
Tennessee wildlife officers Ken Cutsinger and Amy
Snider attended the Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources' K-9 academy for a ten week
training course. Their Labs, Macey and Jake, were
almost two years old, and both dogs had been donated
to help TWRA's fledgling K-9 program get off the
ground. By 2007, the program had grown to seven
teams across the state.

Each officer in the program is responsible for finding
their own dog and training them in basic obedience.
TWRA uses the retriever breed, because of their drive
and friendly disposition. They have a good nose, and
hunters can relate to them. The dogs have to be one
year old, but not over two to begin the training. The
K-9 teams go through an intensive ten week academy.
They train and assess the dogs and handlers ability to
work together. In this academy, dogs are trained to
locate hidden wildlife, firearms, shell casings, and to
man track. This training is designed to test the dog’s
ability and drive, to do this demanding work in various
conditions and environments. The handlers train with
the dogs in order to learn how to read them. This
creates a special bond between the dog and handler.
No two dogs work the same, even though they go
through the same training. Once the teams have
finished the academy they return to their districts.
The K-9 teams provide the officers in their districts
another tool to be able to stop poaching. In the past
nine years, K-9 teams across the state were involved in
hundreds of cases. They have been used to find hidden
game and guns, also to find shell casings in road
hunting and spotlighting cases. They are used to find
TWRF.NET 4
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lost hunters and hunters that have tried to hide from
officers. Because of their unique abilities, state and
local law enforcement agencies often request them to
find evidence in their cases and to assist in locating
missing persons.

TWRA K-9 Program Officer and Instructor Amy Snider and
new partner Dixie.
Giles Co. TWRA Officer David Crane and K-9 partner Chester.

K-9 teams are also used in educational programs
across the state. Each year they make over 10,000
contacts with kids and adults. They are requested to do
school programs, hunter safety classes, civic programs
and are always a big attraction at outdoor trade shows
and TWRA events. The K-9s are conditioned to be
around people which allows the public a unique
opportunity to interact with the dogs.

TWRA K-9 Program Officer Instructor Ken Cutsinger and Macey.
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TWRA has K-9 teams scattered statewide, but they
can be called to respond anywhere from the Smoky
Mountains to the Mississippi River. In 2012, TWRA
retired six of the K-9s and held another ten week
training academy. The success of the program was
evident in the fact that five of the original handlers
returned with new dogs and three more teams were
added to the program. This brings the total number of
K-9 teams to nine for the state. The new teams have
already made an impact in their districts with the
number of request for both law enforcement and
informational programs increasing each year.
Ken Cutsinger said that even with a dog of Macey's
experience, the training never stopped. "Every day
before she was fed, we did some training - mostly
fetching and obedience. She's out doing stuff dogs love.
She was my partner, and when she retired, she became
my pet."
TWRF has volunteered to assist in bringing awareness
to this great program, and the dogs that help out all
Tennesseans. Although TWRA sees the program as
vital, the funding for the program has not been
sufficient to help officers fully cover the cost of their
partners. If you are interested in sponsoring this
program, please contact us at (615) 831-9311.
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GOOD DOG
GOOD TREATS
Spoil your best friend with a
batch of simple to make treats

Homemade Peanut Butter
and Bacon Dog Treats
Prep time: 10 min.
Total time: 45 mins. plus bacon cooking time.
Source: sallysbakingaddiction.com

INGREDIENTS

PREPARATION

1 cup natural creamy peanut butter
¾ cup nonfat milk
1 large egg (or ¼ cup unsweetened applesauce)
2 cups whole wheat flour
1 Tbsp. baking powder
⅓ cup oats (either whole-rolled or quick oats are fine)
2-3 strips cooked bacon, chopped

Preheat oven to 325F degrees. Line two large baking
sheets with parchment paper or silicone baking mats.
Set aside.
In a large bowl, gently mix the peanut butter, milk, and
egg together with a large spoon or spatula. Switch to a
whisk to make sure no lumps remain. Add the flour
and baking powder. You may need to turn the dough
out onto the counter and use your hands to work in
the flour. Mix in the oats and chopped bacon. The
dough is extremely thick and heavy.
Using a rolling pin, roll the dough out into 1/4"
thickness. Cut into shapes using cookie cutters or a
knife. Arrange on the baking sheets. The treats won’t
spread in the oven, they just puff up very slightly, so
they can be close together on your baking sheet.
Bake for 18-20 minutes, or until very lightly browned
on the bottom. Remove from the oven, and flip the
treats to bake the other side for 10-12 more minutes.
Allow to cool before serving.

GAME PLAN
The combination of whole wheat flour, egg, milk,
baking powder, oats, and peanut butter is perfectly
healthy for a dog. If you have any questions or
concerns about the ingredients used or about any
allergies your dog may have, please consult with your
veterinarian.
The size of the treats should be based on the size of
your dog. Store at room temperature or in the
refrigerator for up to 1 week. Treats freeze well, up
to 2 months.

Maury County TWRA Officer Mark Ventura answers your questions

Q:
A:

Does a landowner need a Federal
Duck Stamp to hunt waterfowl
on their own property?

Yes. Every hunter 16 years old or
older hunting waterfowl must
have a Federal Duck Stamp even if
they are hunting under the landowner
exemption.

Q:
A:

Can I hunt doves over a cut
silage field that has been top
sown with wheat?

Yes. That is an excepted
agricultural process to hunt doves
over as long as seeding rates are
correct, it is spread properly and
seeding dates are adhered to.

Q:

When hunting migratory birds,
does my shotgun actually have
to have a plug in it or can I just put
3 shells in it at a time?

A:

The Federal guidelines read that
when hunting migratory birds,
you cannot be hunting with a
shotgun capable of holding more
than 3 shells. A plug must be inserted.

Have a question for our Officers? Send it to rlogsdon@twrf.net. If we use yours in our Newsletter, we’ll send you a TWRF gift pack.
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Sophisticated	
 shooting
at	
 over	
 1000	
 yards
LONG RANGE SHOOTING HAS BECOME A
popular sport for the target shooter as well as the hunter.
Our friends at Best of the West, teamed up with us to
host a day of long rang shooting for our Heritage Club
Members and their guests. This exclusive event was
held at Orrin Ingram's farm near Lynnville, TN. A
course of steel targets were set up at distances from 200
yards to 1250 yards. At these distances a lot of factors
come in to play to make a successful shot, such as
ballistics, elevation, trajectory, range and wind. As the
cool Oct. 4th morning progressed, so did the wind.
Gusts of fifteen to twenty mile an hour were common
and that made for some very challenging shooting.
The guys from Best of the West, from Cody, WY,
brought their well-built, very impressive signature series
rifle systems topped with Huskemaw long range scopes.
The rifles are custom built with amazing trigger pulls
and unbelievable low recoil. They shoot their own
custom ammunition to guarantee extreme consistent
accuracy.
Each shooter had three different targets with different
ranges at four shooting stations, two sitting and two
prone. The Best of West guys gave their advise on long
range shooting and explained the design of their
simplified shooting systems. Spotters kept scores for
those who wanted to compete. There was a shoot off at
the end of the day for great prizes donated by Best of
the West, Col. Littleton and Hawke Sporting Optics.
Rib-eye steaks were cooked to order and served in the
event barn. Also included were beverages, fruits,
assorted cheeses and even hand made caramels from
Olive and Sinclair Chocolate Co. The cool, crisp day
made it appropriate for a fire in the fireplace which
added to ambiance of the natural rustic decor.
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At shooting station #2, targets were at 635, 700, and 800 yards.

Photo: Todd Maszaros/TWRA

Everyone enjoyed the experience and the cool fall weather.

Photo: Todd Maszaros/TWRA

Natural decor warms up the spread in the event barn.
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Tres Childs shoots from a prone position at station #4.

Photo: Todd Maszaros/TWRA

Heritage Club Member Kevin McGinn gets some instruction
about the importance on the level of the rifle when shooting at
long distance from Best of the West’s Joe Cunningham.

Photo: Todd Maszaros/TWRA

Best of the West’s Daryl Peterson, Shoot Out winner Tres Childs,
2nd place winner Vanessa Falk, Best of the West’s Joe Cunningham
and TWRF’s Johnny Allred.

New	
 Item	
 in	
 the	
 
Online	
 Store
Leather	
 portfolio	
 by
Col.	
 Littleton	
 with	
 TWRF	
 logo
This portfolio is the ideal size for your bedside table,
automobile or for shopping excursions. Made of vintage
brown polished leather with solid brass post closure and
stitched edge. Comes with front diagonal pocket and
center pencil slot, pencil included. Accommodates a
standard 5”x 8” ruled pad. However, it comes with the
Colonel’s own specially-designed Memorandum Pad.
Front may be personalized with up to three initials.
Made in the Col. Littleton Workshop, Lynnville, TN.
9”H x 6”W.
Donation price is $125.00.
Order yours at: www.twrf.net
TWRF.NET 8
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THE TENNESSEE WILDLIFE RESOURCES
Agency is proud of its staff, officers, and volunteers.
Mike Braden, was one of those dedicated TWRA
volunteers.
The late SFC Michael Braden, was the victim of an
unfortunate shooting incident on July 9 at the National
Guard Armory in Perry County. He served in the
National Guard for more than 25 years, and was a
dedicated family man. He was known for always
putting others before himself. Mike was passionate
about the outdoors and knew the importance of
introducing people to the hunting and fishing heritage.
Volunteering as a TWRA Hunter Education Instructor
was one way he gave back to the community.
Jennifer Braden, Mike’s wife, contacted Julie Schuster,
Executive Director of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Foundation, and asked if they could set up a memorial
fund in Mike’s honor. They decided on the “Michael
Braden Hunter Education Memorial Fund.”
Once a student successfully completes the hunter
education course, the Michael Braden Memorial Fund,

IMPORTANT
DATES
Whitetail Deer Seasons:
Archery: Sept. 27 - Oct. 24, Oct. 27 - Nov. 7
Muzzleloader and Archery: Nov. 8 - Nov. 21
Gun, Muzzleloader and Archery: Nov. 22 - Jan. 4
Ducks: Nov. 22 - 23, Nov. 29 - Jan. 25
Rabbit/Quail: Nov. 1 - Feb. 28
Squirrel: Aug. 23 - Feb. 28
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Pictured above are 12 students (Jason Bradford, Linley Choate,
Ellis Edwards, Leyana Gilber t, Austin Little, Emmaliegh Mackin,
Adilyn Staggs, Quintin Staggs, Jesse Swafford, Bobby Webb, Issac
Webb, and Logan Webb) who recently completed the TWRA
Hunter Safety Course at the Perry County National Guard
Armory. These students who successfully completed the course
are wearing the first orange hunting vests handed out through
the Michael Braden Hunter Education Memorial Fund. Pictured
with students is Perry County Wildlife Officer Brandon Gavrock.

through TWRF, will provide their first orange hunting
vest. These are available in the two counties where Mike
was active in teaching classes, Perry and Haywood.
Jennifer Braden and the family thank you for your
donation in remembering Mike. He had such a passion
for educating all people about the longstanding
Tennessee tradition of hunting, fishing, and outdoors
Donations can be sent to the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Foundation, 5000 Linbar Drive, Suite 275,
Nashville, TN 37211. Please specify that you want your
donation to go to the Michael Braden Memorial Fund.
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PARTING SHOT

Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow
and prosper. Tennessee Wildlife Resources Foundation
can earn a portion of your dollars spent at Kroger through
Kroger Community Rewards®.
It's easy, it's free...all you have to do is shop at Kroger
and swipe your Plus Card.

TO USE THE KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
• Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com
• Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and
register your card with your organization after you sign up.
• Click on Sign In/Register
• Enter NPO number 26902 or name of organization,
select organization from list and click on confirm.
• Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card
or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each
purchase to count.
facebook.
c o m /
TWRFInc

Like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/TWRFInc

twitte
r. c o m /
TWRF2013

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/TWRF2013

twitte
r. c o m /
TWRF2013

and on Instagram:
instagram.com/TWRFoundation

Join us in supporting habitat conservation, responsible
land stewardship and the preservation of Tennessee's
hunting and fishing heritage by becoming a TWRF
member. Your donation will help ensure quality outdoor
experiences for future generations.
For more information please visit: twrf.net.
TWRF is a 501c (3) nonprofit organization.

"If someone is hunkered down in the woods, I can find them. If
there's an illegal wildlife carcass hidden in a vehicle or a building,
I'll find that, too."
TWRF NEWSLETTER is published seasonally by
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Foundation
5000 Linbar Drive, Suite 275 Nashville, TN 37211
(615) 831-9311
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