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Ensuring that future generations have the opportunity to enjoy Tennessee's wildlife resources
and take part in the rich hunting and fishing heritage that has been passed down from countless
generations of sportsmen & women.
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Summer/Fall 2016

Pulling the trigger on a fun week.

Tennessee
Outdoors
Youth
Summit
Let’s go outdoors!
www.twrf.net

Summer camp is often underrated.
People seem to think of it as just a week
away from home without understanding
the full impact it can have on a
developing mind. At camp, youth learn
to make social adjustments to new
people, gain skills that increase their
confidence, and learn responsibility that
better prepares them for adulthood.
Camp is a valuable resource for giving

young people the value of belonging to
a community. This year, we hosted a
camp that became a young community.
Our Tennessee Outdoors Youth
Summit is the highlight of the summer for
many teenagers in Tennessee. Over one
hundred students experienced the
outdoors at a week-long camp in June.
These students were given instruction
under the big blue sky by some of our
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Getting outdoors in nature and enjoying an
ancient shooting sport.

The ATV class teaches trail riding while
operating vehicles safely and responsibly.

Kayaking and canoeing are among the most
exciting ways to explore a river or lake.

best wildlife officers, biologist, and
outdoors experts in the state. From
fishing techniques to shooting sports,
from paddle boarding to ATV lessons,
these kids did it all. Some of the
students come from a life with outdoor
experience and some students are from
urban areas. The mix of the two makes
for laughs and creates an environment
where young people learn from each
other too. The camp is a massive effort
and partnership between TWRF and
TWRA. This year, we rebranded. A new
look and new enthusiasm made for one

of the best weeks of camp yet. New
friendships were obvious as teens
exchanged information to keep in touch
forever. This camp solidifies a budding
appreciation for outdoor recreation and
conservation of our natural resources.
The only reason to go home? To rest
up for next year! And speaking of next
year, The Outdoors Summit will be held
at the Clyde York 4-H center in Crossville,
TN, July 16 - 21st. The center is located
on 190 acres and hosts a large swimming
pool with a 180 foot waterslide and two
diving boards. There are ATV trails,

lakes for canoeing and kayaking, a sand
volleyball court, basketball court,
shooting range, campfire circle and
horseshoe pits. Students will be staying
on-site in modern cabins and lodges,
with dining facilities and meeting rooms.
Because of the center's location, atop
the beautiful Cumberland Plateau, the
average temperature is cooler and
usually more comfortable during the hot
summer months.

Ribeye steaks are cooked to order and
served in the event barn. Included are
assorted fruits, cheese and crackers, and
an assortment of beverages.

For more information on the Long
Range Shoot Out or becoming a
Heritage Club Member, contact:
Johnny Allred at: jallred@twrf.net.

CLICK FOR MORE INFO

Long Range
Shoot Out
Long range shooting has become a
popular sport for the target shooter as
well as the hunter. Our friends at The
Best of the West, team up with us to host
a day of long range shooting for our
Heritage Club Members and their
guests.
This exclusive private event will be
held this year on October 15th, at a farm
near Lynnville, TN. A course of steel
targets are set up at distances from 200
yards to 1350 yards. Each shooting
station has three different targets at
varied ranges. Spotters keep score for
those who want to compete and there is
a shoot off at the end of the day for
great prizes.
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Representing Tennessee at the opening ceremonies.

SASP - SCTP
Nationals
More than one million rounds of
shotgun, pistol, and rifle ammunition
were shot at the National Championship.
On July 9-16, the Scholastic Clay Target
Program (SCTP) and Scholastic Action
Shooting Program (SASP) - the largest
national youth shooting competition held the National Championships at
Cardinal Shooting Center near Marengo,
Ohio.
The eight-day championship saw 2,369
unique athletes from 34 different states
competing in trap, skeet and sporting
clays, plus action rifle and action pistol
events. The SCTP had a total of 4,576
event entries (up 74 from last year) and
the SASP had a total of 530 entries (up
174 from last year).
In total, SCTP athletes fired upon
876,000 clay targets in competition and
another 85,000 in side events and
evening competitions. Approximately
www.twrf.net

Lydia Warren of the McKenzie Shooting
Team takes aim on the pistol course.

Smith & Wesson’s Tom Yost and TN SASP
State Director, Lacey Lane.

1,200 SCTP athletes competed in the
Last Competitor Standing competition
over two nights.
TWRF’s Lacey Lane has gone from the
competitive to the administration side.
She is now the Tennessee SASP State
Director. She is also one of the National
Pistol Coach trainers and a big part of
the force behind the Tennessee teams.
One of the great things about shooting

sports is that you don’t have to be big,
strong, or fast to participate and compete.
Shooting is a lifelong activity.
If you would like to find out what all the
excitement is about, check out the SASP
page on our website. You don’t even
have to own a gun to get involved.

CLICK FOR MORE INFO
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Hot days and hot shooting.

Regional
Dove Shoots
The early dove season is an appetizer
for the rest of the fall. Admittedly, it’s
much more about gathering with friends
every year than it is about pursuing
birds. This is why the traditional early
September opening of dove season is
such a big deal to us.
Our regional shoots have the right
ambiance and camaraderie that is
catered to sportsmen and women who
share the same passion for wingshooting and the celebration of the
change of seasons that we do.
We hosted three regional dove shoots.
The first, Region II, was held at TWRF
Board Member Al Buckley, Jr.’s High
Camp Farm in scenic Erin, TN on
September 2nd. Our Region II hunters
arrived midmorning and met with our
vendors, SportEar and Bad Boy Buggies.
They were given a dove stool and
welcomed to enjoy a noon lunch of
roasted hog and all the fixings catered
in by Waffle House and SunDrop.
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TWRA Director, Ed Carter, joined us to
show his support and give thanks to our
donors for helping us carry out our
mission to support the state agency.
With full stomachs, hunters were
transported to vast fields and the wingshooting commenced. We like to make
sure everyone is having a good time, so
we loaded up cold drinks and took them
to every hunting position to keep
everyone cool on a very hot day. After
hunters finished up, we invited them to

The opening of dove season represents the
unofficial kickoff to a broader view of the fall
and winter hunting seasons.

our cleaning station to prepare their
birds and take them home for eating.
Once things closed down after sunset,
the TWRF team loaded up for the next
two hunts happening the following day.
Region IV hunt was on September 3rd,
and it was hosted by Dr. Jeff McMillin of
the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife
Commission, and Terry Whitson in
Surgionsville, TN. With another day of
hot, but beautiful weather, hunters had
fun and saw success in the field. At the
same time, we also held the Region III
hunt down in Rossville, Georgia at the
property of TWRF Board Member,
Donnie Covey. There was a barbecue
spread for both hunts again and we got
to see a lot of familiar faces and plenty
of new ones.
We are reminded that time spent
outdoors is valuable. Our weekend of
hunts was no exception. It can provide
much needed stress-relief and provided
a great way to recharge. It’s also a nice
way to bring home a tasty dinner.
We gathered with like-minded people,
and we look forward to many more days
like this. Mother Nature promises cooler
weather to come, and more active wildlife.
www.twrf.net
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The doors are open!

Bass Pro
Shop Opens
in East Ridge
The 84,700-square-foot Outpost store in
East Ridge, TN, opened it’s doors just after
6 p.m. Wednesday, July 13. Hundreds of
shoppers flooded in as Bass Pro Shops
employees welcomed them with cheers.
Some shoppers had been there since
noon, on a day when temperatures
reached into the mid-90s. Shoppers
came from Chattanooga, Rossville,
Ringgold and, of course, East Ridge. The
new store is a big deal for outdoor
enthusiasts and sports fans of all ages.
We were there to greet the crowd, talk
about what we do, and hand out wildlife
calendars along with activity books for
the kids.
The Grand Opening featured an
Evening for Conservation with a ribboncutting ceremony, celebrities signing
autographs, and entertainment. Experts
were on hand to talk to customers about
fishing, hunting, and boating, and there
were store wide savings on a number of
products.
www.twrf.net

TWRA's Executive Director, Ed Carter, TWRF's Executive Director, Julie Schuster, Bass Pro
Shops founder, Johnny Morris, and TWRA's Executive Assistant Director, Bobby Wilson.

Fifty cents of every dollar spent during
the event was donated to TWRF, the
Tennessee Aquarium and the Wonders of
Wildlife National Museum.
Johnny Morris, founder of Bass Pro
Shops stated, "If it wasn't for conservation,
why would we need a store like this, a
store for all of the outdoor sportsmen
and women?"
Thank you to Johnny Morris for his
generosity, and all who came out!

Our table at the Evening for Conservation.
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Getting away
from all of today's distractions.

Father &
Child Dove
Shoot
We enjoy being a part of a heritage
that promotes hunting, fishing, and real
life skills.
Our 2016 Father & Child Dove Shoot is
a perfect catalyst for parents to create a
great first (or continued) experience with
hunting. This year, our hunt was held on
Labor Day, September 5th. The event
was held at TWRF board member, Al
Buckley’s High Camp Farm in Erin, TN.
Early birds were treated with a hay ride
to get familiar with the land. Before
everyone went to the fields, they were
served lunch and plenty to drink. There
were smiles and beads of sweat on
every face.
Parents who take their children hunting
know all the good reasons they do it.
Hunting can connect children to nature
and wildlife. Hunting together is bonding
time in the outdoors. Hunting is fitness
6

There’s something fun about eating lunch on
straw bales in the fresh air and sunshine.

Some of the fathers and their kids carrying
on a family tradition.

and life skill education. Hunting also
teaches responsibility, safety, and selfcontrol. Recruiting new hunters instills
appreciation for conservation and the
preservation of wild places. In many
families, hunting is a tradition taught
through generations. The pride and thrill
of watching a young person at that
moment when they first connect with the
outdoors and helping them to achieve
that feeling is very worthwhile for a
parent or mentor. It also gives you
plenty to talk about at the dinner table.

A father and son sharing some quality time.
www.twrf.net
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Carrying in a special need.

Young Guns
Hunting
Blinds
Landon Hewitt of Cornersville, TN,
donated his time to build 2 wheelchair
accessible hunting blinds for our Young
Guns Special Needs Youth Hunt. John
Menefee, owner of Iron Horse Farms,
helped by donating the materials.
Landon trailered one of the blinds,
along with a track loader, to it’s new
location in July. The loader was used to
carry the blind to it’s new home on
donated private land in Culleoka, TN. It
is windproof, waterproof, and designed
for the needs of a youth confined to a
wheelchair.
Our Young Guns event provides kids
with special needs the opportunity to
take a unique part in Tennessee’s
youth deer hunting season. Many kids
who would otherwise never have an
opportunity to enjoy the tradition of
www.twrf.net

Landon Hewitt and his boys, Waylon and
Payton, share a proud moment.

A room with a view. Windows are placed at
wheelchair hight.

deer hunting can experience one of our
state’s most popular outdoor recreation
activities. Each youth is guided by
volunteer hunters and TWRA instructors,
and accompanied by their parent or
guardian throughout the hunt.
The 2016 Young Guns hunt will be on
the opening day of the Tennessee
Young Sportsman's Season, October 29.
If you are interested in helping out with
this meaningful cause, please contact us
through our website: www.twrf.net.

There are several ways to contribute:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Donate to Young Guns through TWRF.
Volunteer as a hunting guide.
Sponsor a youth to hunt.
Donate land to hunt on.
Build a wheelchair accessible blind.
Donate materials for blinds and ramps.
Volunteer to cook burgers and dogs.
Donate printing of banners and signs.
Bake cookies or desserts for lunches.
Donate items for hunters gift bags.
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A successful reintroduction.

Tennessee
Elk Permit
on eBay
The state’s eighth elk hunt will be held
Oct. 17-21, 2016. As in the previous hunts,
five individuals were selected to participate in the rifle season. Four of the
participants were selected through a
computer drawing conducted by TWRA.

The fifth permit was donated to TWRF
and was auctioned on eBay to the
highest bidder. The auction began on
July 28, and ended on August 7. Proceeds
from the sale of this special bull elk tag
go to the elk restoration program.
Wade Roberts of Leoma, TN, won the
permit with the top bid of $9,000.00.
Wade is an avid sportsman, and has
hunted elk successfully in Idaho. He has
experience, along with essential gear,
but he is very excited for a different kind
of challenge in the mountains of
Tennessee.

Additionally, this is the first year that five
new archery only permits were added.
In December of 2000, 50 elk were
released into the Cumberland mountains
of east Tennessee. That day marked the
historic return of an animal that had
been missing from the Tennessee
landscape for almost 150 years.
It is currently estimated that the elk
herd numbers are over 400. TWRF is
proud to be a part of this success story,
where an animal reintroduction has
been successful enough to allow for
management through hunting.

We need your time, resources, and donations to achieve our mission. Please choose us
as your charity and fund what you love. We will do our part to support the Agency
and wildlife conservation for future generations. - TWRF is a 501c (3) nonprofit organization.
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5000 LINBAR DRIVE, SUITE 275 - NASHVILLE, TN 37211
(615) 831-9311

8
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