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TWRF
Ensuring that future generations have the opportunity to enjoy Tennessee's wildlife resources 
and take part in the rich hunting and fishing heritage that has been passed down from countless 
generations of sportsmen & women.

    A Seasonal Newsletter 

stream or river, hiking the hills and 
mountains, fishing for trout, crappie or 
bass, hunting an early morning gobbler, 
cycling through a picturesque setting or 
bird watching on one of the beautiful 
vistas of our wildlife management areas, 
Tennessee brings out the best of 
springtime. 
  These activities are just a fraction of 
the opportunities that wildlife resources 

offer us. The importance of protecting, 
conserving and enhancement of our 
wildlife areas, and how we can sustain it 
within our state is something that is very 
important to us at TWRF. Ensuring that 
future generations have these same 
special and unique opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, along with hunting 
and fishing, is what our goal is. We 
thank you for your support.

Springtime in 
Tennessee

Spring 2017

  Tennessee is one state that is blessed 
with the best that all four of the seasons 
have to offer, and the Volunteer State 
comes alive in Spring. Whether 
canoeing or kayaking your favorite

 Enjoy Our Resources
Photo Credit: Tom Wood
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One Shot 
Sets a 
Record
  Our 16th Annual Tennessee Governor's 
One Shot Turkey Hunt brought out a 
record crowd on March 31 and April 1st.            
  The cold front that moved in the day 
before the opener of Tennessee Spring 
Turkey Season, made hunting a little 
tough for the guides and hunters, but 
that didn't stop the crowd from coming 
out for the banquet and auctions 
Saturday evening after the hunt.
   Our flagship fundraising event, held at 
The Factory in Franklin, included a wide 
variety of supporters dedicated to 
promoting habitat conservation,  
responsible land stewardship and 
preserving the hunting and fishing 
heritage throughout the state. Country 
music artist, Bryan White, sang the 
National Anthem and Tennessee 
Speaker of the House, Beth Harwell, 
welcomed all attendees and expressed 
support for preserving Tennessee’s 
natural resources.

Col. Littleton and TWRF’s Johnny Allred presented specially designed alligator trimmed 
leather portfolios to former Georgia governor and current U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 
Sonny Perdue, and Senator Mark Green, nominee for U.S. Secretary of Army.

  Over 100 hunters were paired with 
experienced guides and given access to 
private land to try and harvest a spring 
gobbler. Many of these hunters are 
wounded soldiers who are sponsored to 
hunt the One Shot by generous donors. 
They are provided gift bags, guides and 
special accessible areas to hunt. It’s a 
special way to say “thank you” and 
honor some of those who have sacrificed 

A Great Weekend of Camaraderie

for the sake of our freedom.
  After dinner, awards were presented for 
the biggest birds taken and recognitions 
and thanks were given to guides, 
landowners and sponsors. The silent 
auction ended and the live auction 
began with firearms, exceptional hunting 
packages, historical artifacts, and unique 
one-of-a-kind items designed especially 
for the event.

http://www.twrf.net
http://www.twrf.net
http://www.twrf.net/one-shot-turkey-hunt/
http://www.twrf.net/one-shot-turkey-hunt/
http://www.twrf.net/one-shot-turkey-hunt/
http://www.twrf.net/one-shot-turkey-hunt/


T E N N E S S E E  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E S  F O U N D A T I O N

  Singer/songwriter, Gary Morris, 
donated a Breedlove guitar to the 
auction and we invited him to the stage 
for a surprise performance. He played 
the guitar he donated and sang a 
powerful rendition of "I'm So Lonesome I 
Could Cry" to a very receptive audience.

  The guest list keeps growing. This 
years event had a record number in 
attendance and we raised our largest 
amount in donations, raffles and 
auctions. Year after year, people 
support what they love, and getting 
together with fellow sportsmen and

women to kick off another season and 
and support the outdoor sporting 
heritage is a great cause. One Shot is 
made possible thanks to our volunteers, 
generous businesses and private 
sponsors, guides, hunters, landowners, 
TWRA partners, and all who attend.

Gary Morris was invited on stage to sing 
“I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry”.

Honored Veteran, Matt Richardson, and guide, 
Bill Hawkins, doubled-up on the hunt.

After dinner, the live action started with 
unique items designed especially for the event.

the dinner. The buffet style dinner 
included elk, venison, moose, wild hog, 
alligator, wild turkey, pheasant, duck, 
dove, quail, and salmon, and it was 
absolutely delicious. To accompany the 
wild game, there was wild rice, green 

Wild Harvest

beans, baked apples, dinner rolls and 
brownies and pecan pie for dessert. The 
$100 donation included all food and 
beverages and the proceeds from the 
evening went to support our numerous 
TWRF programs. 

  Hunting got its start as a way to procure 
meat and sustenance for the family. In 
its purest sense, it remains that today. 
When you serve wild game, you can 
take pride in knowing that the meat on 
your table was raised in pristine 
conditions, free of the chemicals, 
hormones, and antibiotics often found in 
domestically raised meat.
  Our Third Annual Wild Game Dinner 
was held at the Historic Travelers Rest 
in Nashville on Thursday, March 2nd. 
Over 100 fellow sportsmen and women 
came out to share the wild bounty. All of 
the food was donated by sportsmen 
who harvested fish and game from 
Tennessee to Alaska. A rustic bar was 
set up for wine and mixed drinks and 
appetizers were served before dinner.
  The guest of honor was Stephen 
Tucker, who harvested the new B&C 
non-typical world-record whitetail in 
Sumner County, TN, on November 7, 
2016. Stephen brought his amazing 
trophy and told the story of his hunt to a 
captivated crowd. Stephen also donated 
venison from the world-record buck for 

These gentlemen were taking the very first bite of the new world-record Tucker Buck.
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hunting blinds are enclosed, handicap 
accessible, protected from the elements 
and large enough to accommodate 
everyone. An experienced hunting guide 
or TWRA instructor assist each participant 
and each is accompanied by their 
parent or guardian throughout the event.
  Preston Bryan, a Young Gun hunter 
with cerebral palsy, donated one of his 
retired wheelchairs to us for the 
opportunity of another youth with 
disabilities to hunt. The wheelchair was   
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  A total of 11 youth hunters, undaunted 
by their disabilities, got up early on 
October 29th, and participated in 
Tennessee’s Young Sportsman's Deer 
Season.
  Our 2nd annual Young Guns Special 
Needs Youth Hunt was again, a 
wonderful experience. The goal of the 
hunt is to give kids with special needs, 
who have an interest in hunting, a 
chance to actually take part in the sport. 
It can help them connect to the outdoors 
and give them inspiration. The particular 
needs of a child might be too 
overwhelming to allow a parent to 
provide the equipment, transportation, 
and other necessities required to make 
the activity a reality. That’s where we 
come in. Our young hunters are given 
gift bags with hunter orange caps and 
vests, and other deer hunting gear. The 
hunts are conducted on private property 
generously donated by landowners. The 

Emma Lucas and her mom, with guide 
Magen Allred and cameraman Cody Walters.

Jack Speegle settles in for an afternoon hunt 
in one of our specialty donated blinds. 

Unforgettable 
Young Guns

fitted with a special adapter that allows 
a rifle to be mounted in a secure vise if 
the hunter is unable to hold it. An iPhone 
adapter is mounted on the scope and 
the screen can be seen by both the 
hunter and the guide. The rifle is fired by 
electronic control and the guide has to 
push a control first before the hunter can 
shoot. The guide can cancel the shot, if 
necessary. It’s a very safe system. The 
gun cannot be fired if the guide doesn’t 
want it to.
  

Connecting Special Kids with the Outdoors
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Sportsmen’s 
Caucus
 On April 12, the bipartisan and 
bicameral Tennessee Legislative 
Sportsmen’s Caucus hosted their 
annual legislative reception in the War 
Memorial Building in downtown 
Nashville. We were happy to sponsor 
the reception as a way to say “thank 
you” to the lawmakers for their support 
to Tennessee wildlife and the outdoors.
  The event served as a venue for 
interaction between legislators, staffers, 
TWRA staff and commissioners, and 
representatives from various 
sportsmen’s organizations. 
  We supplied food and beverages in 
the lobby and had additional tables set 
up on the veranda to take advantage of 
the beautiful weather. TWRA’s Fisheries 
Division prepared fried fish and the 
Officers Association prepared smoked 
pork tenderloin for over 150 people.
  In addition to the successful reception, 
the Caucus hosted numerous other 
meetings throughout the legislative 
session to engage legislators on 
conservation policy issues and 
sportsmen’s programs in the state.

Carrying in a special need.

Landon Hewitt and his boys, Waylon and 
Payton, share a proud moment.

Preston Bryan with his donated wheelchair 
and adaptive gun mount.

Tim Samples & "The Beech Boys" of Beech 
Construction, provided a tremendous lunch.

  All of the arrangements including food, 
overnight accommodations, rifle, 
ammunition, and transportation to and 
from the field are provided at no cost. 
  Thank you to our sponsors: Happy Hill 
Farm, Gander Mtn., SunDrop, Beech 
Construction, Golden Flake Snacks, 
Waffle House, Mossberg, iSpotter, Be 
Adaptive and Breland Buggies. And 
thanks to our volunteers for building 
blinds, guiding and helping provide a 
special day of hunting for these 
awesome young people. 
  It's an incredible uplifting feeling to be 
a part of making a dream come true for 
a child with special needs. If you would 
like to contribute to this program or for 
more information, please contact our 
Development Director, Johnny Allred, at 
jallred@twrf.net.

The veranda offered guest to get outdoors. Everyone leaves with a sportsmen’s cap.
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  Long range shooting has become a 
popular sport for the target shooter as 
well as the hunter. It's pretty gratifying 
to get behind a rifle, fire a single shot 
and hit a target the size of a microwave 
seven or eight football fields away. 
  With Best of the West, long range 
shooting is no longer isolated to rifles. 
This years event also included long 
range shotgun and muzzleloader 
shooting. Their shotgun fired a slug out 
to 500 yards, and their very unique 
muzzle loaders fired out to 800 yards. 
 

Ribeye steaks were cooked to order and 
an assortment of snacks, fruits, cheeses, 
caramels and beverages were available 
throughout the day in the event barn.  
  This event is a way for us to thank our 
TWRF Heritage Club Members for their 
annual monetary investment that will 
facilitate the long-term growth and 
sustainability of hunting and fishing. 
Members have the distinct satisfaction 
and peace of mind knowing that our 
beloved outdoor heritage will continue 
for countless generations.

Long range shooting simplified.
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  Our friends at The Best of the West, 
teamed up with us again on Saturday in 
Lynnville, TN, to host a day of long 
range shooting for our Heritage Club 
Members and their guests. The science 
of long range shooting is well 
understood by The Best of the West 
crew, and their signature series rifle 
systems and ammunition make this 
mastery of ballistics game simplified. 
Our Heritage Club Long Range Shoot 
Out teaches the fundamentals of long 
range shooting and improves the 
shooter’s skills and accuracy. 
  Each shooter has three different 
targets with different ranges at four 
separate shooting stations. The wind 
made it tough for shooting at the 
farthest targets. It was gusting at over 
20 mph throughout the day.

The shooting stations each had designated 
targets from ranges 200 yards to over 1200.

Heritage Club 
Long Range 
Shoot Out

Shooting a long range muzzleloader at a 
target 500 yards away.
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hunting, trapping, and other   
outdoor activities, although 
certain regulations apply. 
These areas are fully 
funded by license sales 
from hunters and fishermen, 
and those who wish to support 
wildlife across our state.
  Showcasing the state's 
wildlife management areas in 
a photo essay, along with 
highlighting TWRA personnel's 
interaction with the public in the 
field, is a special and unique 
opportunity. Obviously, this project 
is a labor of love for all those 
involved, but the ultimate satisfaction is 
the reward of knowing this book will be 
valuable to those who turn its pages. 
Tennesseans everywhere recognize that 
outdoor recreation attracts and sustains 
families and businesses, healthy 
communities, and an overall better 
quality of life.
  Throughout the book are quotes by 
notable Tennessee outdoor writers, 
guides and artists.

Tennessee the Beautiful.
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  Whether you are involved in hunting, 
fishing, boating, wildlife watching or just 
appreciation of the outdoors, you will 
love the picturesque pages of this book.
  Click the link below for more 
information or to order your copy of 
Tennessee Wilderness.

Tennessee
Wilderness
Book
  We are proud to publish Tennessee 
Wilderness - A Legacy Endures. The idea 
for this beautiful photographic book 
came from current Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency Executive Director, 
Ed Carter, in collaboration with outdoor 
writer, Larry Richardson, and 
photographer Tom Wood. Director 
Carter has been a part of the TWRA 
family since 1972. All three have an 
important role to play in this book and 
all have a vast knowledge of TWRA and 
the beautiful places that TWRA has 
stewardship over.
  There are over 100 Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs) and refuges across the 
state that are managed by TWRA. They 
vary in size from 53 to 625,000 acres. 
All WMAs are available to the public for
 

 

C L I C K  T O  O R D E R  Y O U R S

For anyone who appreciates 
Tennessee’s beauty, wildlife and wild places.

http://www.twrf.net/store/tennessee-
w i l d e r n e s s - a - l e g a c y - e n d u re s
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Best of Show 
 

22nd at the Tennessee National Wildlife 
Refuge. Alana received the Jeanette 
Rudy $1,000 college scholarship 
provided by TWRF and her artwork will 
be on the state junior waterfowl stamp 
for the year. Alana’s artwork was also 
sent to the national level, where her 
entry competed with 50 other state Best 
of Show winners on April 21st.  
  Congratulations to 12-year-old Isaac 
Schreiber, from Duffield, Va. His painting 
of a pair of trumpeter swans will grace 
the 2017-2018 Junior Duck Stamp.

P L E A S E  D O N A T E  N O W
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5000 LINBAR DRIVE, SUITE 275 - NASHVILLE, TN 37211

(615) 831-9311                        twrfinfo@gmail.com                      www.twrf.net

We need your time, resources, and donations to achieve our mission. Please choose us 
as your charity and fund what you love. We will do our part to support the Agency 
and wildlife conservation for future generations.  - TWRF is a 501c (3) nonprofit organization.
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  The Federal Junior Duck Stamp Design 
Contest is not only an art contest, but 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
considers this a major outreach program 
to teach youth about the importance of 
waterfowl and wetlands conservation. It 
pairs science, the arts, and other core 
subjects to creatively teach greater 
awareness of our natural resources.
  As each student chooses a waterfowl 
subject for their entry, they are 
encouraged to learn about that bird and 
its requirements for survival. A Junior 
Duck Stamp curriculum guide is 
available to educators and home school 
students that focuses on conservation 
messages. 354 students in four different 
age group categories, across our state, 
participated this year.
  The Tennessee partners include the 
TWRA, TWRF, Friends of Tennessee 
National Wildlife Refuge, the Tennessee 
Ornithological Society and Bass Pro 
Shops of Nashville. The judges for this 
year’s contest were Julie Schuster, of 
TWRF, Bobby Wilson and Jamie 
Fedderson of the TWRA, Dick Preston of 
the Tennessee Ornithological Society, 
and Ricky Eastridge of the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service.
  Sixteen year old Alana Clark from 
Chattanooga won top honors with her 
colored pencil portrayal of a Northern 
Pintail. The competition was held March
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Isaac Schreiber’s winner.
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